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Wayne Craven : Gilded Mansions: Grand Architecture and High Society  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gilded Mansions: Grand Architecture and High Society: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Suplerlative study of the architectural aspirations of the fin de siecle 
upper classBy David ArbogastI expected this to be a coffee-table book, but was very pleasantly surprised that it is 
actually an excellent study of the architectural aspirations of high society at the end of the nineteenth century. The text, 
although scholarly, was highly readable and the illustrations were excellent. I highly recommend this book to all those 
who are interested in this period,0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John TamvakologosI 
love it4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Gilded MansionsBy Lilly FordThis book is the most 
comprehensive account covering the beautiful mansions of the Gilded age.The text is highly informative and 
accessible, it puts the properties, their owners, and the architectural details into perspective.The book is also 
generously illustrated with hundreds of clear color photographs which depict both the interiors and exteriors in all their 
glory, also all the photos have captions giving concise information about the illustrations depicted. The bibliography at 
the end of the book is also helpful.A highly recommended book for those with special interest in the subject-matter,as 
well as all those interested in studying fine architecture, or American architectural heritage.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393067548


A lavishly illustrated history of the opulent art and architecture of the Gilded Age. The Gilded Age (18651918) saw 
the sudden rise of America's first High Society, including such prominent families as the Astors, Whitneys, and 
Vanderbilts. As an aristocracy based on fortunes recently acquired, these families endeavored to live like Europe's 
blue-blooded nobility, shedding Puritan restraint as they joyously flaunted their new wealthespecially where their 
homes were concerned. They erected French chateaus and Italian palazzos on New York's Fifth Avenue, at Newport, 
and elsewhere, often taking inspiration from Parisian styles of the Second Empire. They rejected more modest 
American styles just as they rejected middle-class society, and for interior decoration they turned to such artisans as 
Tiffany, Herter Brothers, and Allard's of Paris. Immensely readable and illuminated with 250 stunning color and black-
and-white illustrations, this is the fascinating story of America's first millionaire society, the way they lived and 
partied, and the lush artistic and cultural legacy they established. 100 color, 150 black-and-white
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