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Hugh Howard : Houses of the Founding Fathers  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Houses of the Founding Fathers: 

24 of 24 people found the following review helpful. Why I'm homesick for the EastBy Jon L AlbeeThis book is many 
things. First, it's a selective architectural survey of many of the homes of our most important founders. While not 
exhaustive, the selection of sites is representative of important examples in the late Georgian, Adam, and Federal 
styles throughout the East. Well placed side-bars bring the readers attention to other sites and personalities, such as a 
neighboring plantation, church, or an important visitor, that frame each of the feature sites in historical context. It's a 
very nice touch that adds depth and beauty to the book.All the houses are beautifully captured by Straus' stunning 
photography. Something potential buyers should know is that much of the photography is of the interiors, and there are 
few close shots of architectural details. This book is really intended for a general readership rather than for 
architectural historians.Howard's text is really quite good, also intended for the curious reader rather than the serious 
history scholar. This is a book to be enjoyed rather than studied. It's for casual browsing, but offers enough 
architectural and historical insight to be interesting to the well informed reader. There's much more quality here than 
what we normally expect in a "coffee-table book."Now, if I could just get to deliver this book to me undamaged...0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy jeff hannigangreat buy thanks0 of 0 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1579652751


following review helpful. A great book for history buffs!By Michael G MontyThe pictures of the historic homes 
depicted in this book are gorgeous and will inspire you to want to visit each and every one. Many of the homes and 
people mentioned I had never heard of as they are scattered throughout the states along the east coast, although 
primarily in the northeast and mid-alantic areas as might be expected. If you enjoy our countries history and 
architecture you will enjoy this book. It is also a good read and I learned many historical facts I had not previously 
known before. Makes a great coffee table book as well.

When they declared independence in Philadelphia in 1776, they changed the course of Western history. But the 
patriotslandowners, merchants, and professional men who hailed from towns, cities, and plantations scattered along 
the eastern seaboardhad private lives too, quite apart from the public deeds we know so well. In this breathtaking 
volume, historian Hugh Howard and photographer Roger Straus examine the everyday lives of the Founding Fathers. 
Houses of the Founding Fathers takes us on an eye-opening tour of forty stately eighteenth-century houses. We see the 
mansions of such legendary figures as Jefferson, Washington, Adams, and Hamilton, along with the homes of many 
other signers of the Declaration of Independence or the Constitution. At sites from Maine to Georgia, with stops in 
each of the thirteen colonies, the grand story of the Revolution emerges from unique and individual domestic 
perspectives. Houses overlooking the sea, in busy townscapes, or atop mountains reveal these patriots tastes in 
architecture, furniture, and horticulture. There are tales of friends and enemies, murderous relatives, reluctant 
revolutionaries, adoring wives, and runaway servants. The founding families are brought to life in the rituals of birth 
and death, the food they ate, the archaic medical practices they endured, their household arrangements, and the way 
their slaves lived. Houses of the Founding Fathers offers a penetrating look at the private lives of the men whose ideas 
ignited an insurrection against Englandand who helped create the modern world.

A must-have library addition . . . if your interest in American history extends to architecture, brief biographies, and 
juicy domestic gossip. Sarasota Herald-Tribune 


