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Gary Lawrance, Anne Surchin : Houses of the Hamptons, 1880-1930 (Architecture of Leisure)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Houses of the Hamptons, 
1880-1930 (Architecture of Leisure): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. OutstandingBy Paul T. McconnellAcanthus Press publishes the best 
architectural monographs currently available. I purchased this revised edition and still have the original in my 
collection. I highly recommend this book as an addition to any collection of regional architecture. Well done.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. A nice view into the world of the most privileged during the Gold Coast 
years!By James W. CiccoloThis book is exactly what I was looking for. It was a great way to peek into the forgotten 
world of the "Robber Baron's Gold Coast" lifestyle, and become familiar with the ongoing attempts to integrate the 
older styles of architecture with the contemporary lifestyles of today. It is tragic to see how much of the past has been 
relegated to the landfills, but it is also reassuring to see how much of the past is peing preserved by the curent 
guardians of these exceptional properties. How nice to have this photographic information compiled in one volume. I 
heartily recommend this book for those who are architectural historians and those with the strange love for the old and 
almost forgotten reminders of a once slower, more elegant lifestyle.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0926494775


GREAT READBy APPLEThis was purchased as a present for someone who is very hard to please, an avid non-fiction 
reader who quickly discards anything that lacks "valuable" content. It was a hit! I have also since read this book and it 
is very much worth the price .. it is filled with glorious information and such details ..incredible and great book. Only 
issue was the copy I recieved from was dented on the spine and therefore not in perfect condition as expected. So if 
giving as a gift .. carefully check your item before wrapping.

What began as a tiny cluster of settlements established by Puritans fleeing the more restrictive towns to the north had 
evolved by the late 19th century into one of American's premier resort communities. The Hamptons, valued for their 
bracing air, their exceptional views, and their fertile soil, drew dozens of the best families in New York and New 
England society, who made the area their summer playground. As one society matron remarked of Southampton, 
'Southampton is a little backwater of God.' In this remarkable volume, filled with archival photographs, authors Gary 
Lawrance and Anne Surchin plunge the reader into this world of leisured, cultured existence. Their survey of more 
than 30 houses shows us treasures such as Ballyshear, Ocean Castle, The Bouwerie, and Port of Missing Men. They 
discuss the great architects of the period who designed these houses, including figures and firms such as Cross Cross, 
John Russell Pope, and Leroy P. Ward. Among those for whom they designed houses in the Hamptons were Henry 
Francis du Pont, Col. Henry Huttleston Rogers, and Ellery James. Houses of the Hamptons offers a fascinating 
glimpse into the privileged society of the turn of the century, one that has all but vanished from the modern world.In 
the revised edition, four chapters have been added as well as a number of new and archival color illustrations.

About the AuthorGary Lawrance, AIA, is an architect based in Stony Brook, NY. His firm, Lawrance Architectural 
Presentations, provides architectural models, design development services, and historical property research to 
architects, designers, preservation groups, and homeowners. His firm has been featured in The Wall Street Journal, 
Hamptons Cottages Gardens, Newsday and many local media sources. Gary Lawrance lectures frequently on the lost 
architecture of the Gilded Age and writes two popular blogs, Houses of the Hamptons and Mansions of the Gilded 
Age. He also founded the popular Facebook group, Mansions of the Gilded Age, currently with over 12,000 members. 
He is currently working on his next book, Houses of Palm Beach, 1900-1950. Anne Surchin, AIA is an architect with a 
residential practice both in the Hamptons and on North Fork of Long Island. She is a past president of the Peconic 
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, where she chaired their preservation committee. She is also 
commissioner on the Southold Township Landmarks Preservation Commission. Ms. Surchin, as the architecture 
columnist for the Southampton Press, has written extensively on architecture and the design arts. Her articles have also 
appeared in numerous publications including Newsday, The New York Observer, and Country Magazine. 


