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Editors of The Family Handyman : How a House Works (Family Handyman)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How a House Works (Family Handyman): 

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. A nice book.By Chun LiThis books explains how a US single 
family house evolved to its current standard, including structure, plumbing, electrics, etc. The author is both 
knowledgeable on how things in our houses work and very good at communicating his knowledge to a lay person. 
Although there are a few "fix it yourself" or "complete guide" books that are good at providing quick solutions, this 
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book will help you understand how some of the solutions work. The book is less than 200 pages and takes only a few 
nights to read. You will benefit from it for your whole life.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Interesting Read for a Basic UnderstandingBy Brooke WI'm naturally curious and found this book to be very 
interesting and helpful in understanding the basic structure and workings of a house.2 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Useful for anyone living with a roof over their headsBy A. G. SanchezOverall this is a great book for 
anyone that owns, rents or is thinking of buying a house. It has excellent illustrations with easy to read and understand 
explanations. It filled in many gaps in my knowledge about my home.I was a little surprised that in section/chapter 4: 
Heating and Cooling that he never even mentioned evaporative coolers/Swamp Coolers. Granted, one has to live in a 
fairly dry climate to get the best use out of them, but surprise........ lots of people do.I'm guessing he grew up on the 
east or west coast and never had much exposure to them, but they at least warrant mention.Otherwise an excellent, 
well written book for those of us that are curious about "How it Works"

A top-to-bottom, inside-and-out guide to your home. This book covers everything you need to know about the 
functioning of your house. Includes frames and structures, electricity and lighting, plumbing, heating and cooling, and 
more.


