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Howard Garrett : Howard Garrett's Plants for Texas  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Howard Garrett's Plants for Texas: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ... really focused on native (and introduced plant that act like 
natives) plantsBy ReubenGarrett is all organic and really focused on native (and introduced plant that act like natives) 
plants. Plants that require less care and survive in the varied Texas geography. This book focuses on using plants in the 
areas where they are adapted to grow. Don't expect this book to tell you how to grow a Texas plant native to the deep 
Southeast coast in the dry and arid soil of West Texas.45 of 45 people found the following review helpful. Just What I 
Wanted!By Wendy KaplanMy significant other lives in Houston, and I, a Californian by birth, have lived in 
Philadelphia most of my life. An avid gardener at home here in PA, I felt uncharacteristically unsure about tackling the 
long-neglected flower beds in Houston.Then I read the reviews for Howard Garrett's charming and fabulous "Plants 
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for Texas," and ordered it immediately. It arrived yesterday and I could not put it down until I had read it cover to 
cover.Every single question I have had is answered in this book in a format so clear, so concise, and so heartwarming 
to any gardener, that I found I was smiling ear to ear. From the beginning pages, where Garrett presents his no-
nonsense advice on design, maintenance, and care of everything from trees to turf grasses to annuals, to his staunch 
anti-chemical point of view (YES!), I gained a wealth of information.By the time I got to the alphabetical pages with 
the full-color pictures of everything a Texas gardener could ever want to plant, I was thoroughly and totally delighted. 
Already I have made a rudimentary list (way too ambitious, of course). Already, I have page after page bookmarked 
and highlighted. Already, I have planted perfect gardens in my mind's eye.Perhaps my favorite part of the entire book 
is the page on hackberry (celtis), which nastily eats up a major portion of my friend's flower beds, and which I 
secretly, and guiltily, hate. Garrett's take: "Do not plant and cut down the ones that sprout up!" Gotta love a man who 
shares my views on hackberry. I love this book. Plain and simple. I recommend it to anybody who gardens, or who 
plans to garden, in the Great State of Texas!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy smart 
shoppergreat

To learn all you need to know about gardening in Texas, you could collect a whole shelf full of specialized books on 
topics ranging from soil preparation to tree care. But all you really need is Howard Garrett's Plants for Texas. In this 
one book, you'll find a virtual encyclopedia of over 500 Texas plantstrees, shrubs, flowers, vines, grasses, vegetables, 
fruits, weeds, and cover cropsalong with complete, easily understood instructions for planting and maintaining them. 
Gardening expert Howard Garrett draws on years of landscaping experience to provide "all-you-need-to-know" about 
each plant: Latin and common names sun or shade requirements mature height, spread, and recommended spacing 
type of bloom and fruit propagation habit and culture recommended uses problems tips and notes To help gardeners 
avoid costly mistakes, Garrett also specifically notes which plants grow very well or very poorly in Texas. In addition 
to the species descriptions (which are beautifully illustrated with color photos), the book includes reliable, easy-to-
follow instructions for planting design, soil preparation, planting techniques, and plant maintenance. Garrett advocates 
a sensible organic gardening program that works with nature to create healthy yards and gardens. Whether you're a 
first-time homeowner planting a new yard or a seasoned gardener looking for new ideas and information, Howard 
Garrett's Plants for Texas is the book you need.

From the Back CoverTo learn all you need to know about gardening in Texas, you could collect a whole shelf full of 
specialized books on topics ranging from soil preparation to tree care. But all you really need is Howard Garret's 
Plants For Texas. In this one book, you'll find a virtual encyclopedia of over 500 Texas plants-trees, shrubs, flowers, 
vines, grasses, vegetables, fruits, weeds, and cover crops-along with complete, easily understood instructions for 
planting and maintaining them.About the AuthorHost of the radio gardening talk show "The Natural Way" (WBAP-
820) and author of the Dallas Morning News column of the same name, Howard Garrett is a noted expert on organic 
gardening and author of several books. 


