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Stephen Mansfield : Japan's Master Gardens: Lessons in Space and Environment  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Japan's Master Gardens: Lessons in Space and 
Environment: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. So many stunning photos!By Teresa BurgessJapan's Master 
Gardens: Lessons in Space and EnvironmentBought as a gift for my father who is making a Japanese garden adjacent 
to his house. I did not read from cover to cover but did flip through and skim the text. I am impressed with the number 
of color pictures. There are up to 3 color pictures on every page. It is a very beautiful book full of inspiration. The 
content is also full including gardens from around the world, ones in urban settings and healing gardens. This book is 
just what I had hoped to find for this gift. Mansfield created a lovely compilation of photojournalism and practical 
written content. Can't wait to share it with my dad!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great photos! 
Very informative.By Kindle CustomerI bought this book mainly for the photos since I am looking for inspiration for 
my own garden. The photos definitely don't disappoint (so many gorgeous photos!) but the book is also a great read. 
The author does not romanticize the facts, as so many others do, when writing about the country and it's history (hard 
not to with these amazing gardens). Instead He writes with an honest approach. Very refreshing after reading so many 
books in this genre and never reading something so straightforward.I especially love the depth he goes into when 
describing the importance of different elements in the garden. This information may be even more valuable than the 
pictures themselves, once I start designing my own garden. This information is accompanied by many wonderful 
pictures that give the reader a visual with the text.I highly recommend this book.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Three StarsBy COUNTESA0402I was looking more for a design book than lots of pictures.
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Featuring stunning photographs and thoughtful commentary this Japanese gardening book is a must have for any 
gardening enthusiast.No two Japanese gardens are ever the same. Each is inimitable, yet embodies commonalities of 
design and aesthetic taste. Each finds the space for innovation within a tradition that benefits from a thousand years of 
applied knowledge in gardening and landscape architecture. Japan's Master Gardens explores the ingenuity and range 
of Japanese landscaping, from the self-imposed confines of courtyard designs to the open expanses of the stroll 
garden. In this beautifully illustrated book, Stephen Mansfield takes readers on an exploration of the outward forms, 
underlying principles, complex use of metaphor and allusion, and beauty and depth that set the Japanese garden apart. 
Topics include: A Sense of Nature The Modular Garden Landscape Gardens Requisitioning Space Healing Gardens

From BooklistIt is probably impossible to view classical Japanese gardens and not feel a sense of tranquility. Valued 
for their refined simplicity and elegant composition, Japanese master gardens offer a timeless glimpse into ancient 
worlds and a timely antidote to the modern one. Japan-based photojournalist Mansfield is an authority on Japanese 
garden culture, and his photographic homage to that nations finest examples of landscape design offers a suitably 
understated yet surprisingly comprehensive survey of the elements, materials, techniques, and principles that influence 
their creation. Within this slim volume, readers are introduced to stunning examples of healing and temple gardens, 
urban respites and remote retreats. Mansfields elegant photographs artfully capture each gardens essence, from the 
tightly controlled symmetry of dry landscape gardens of the temple at Sekizo-ji to the serene majesty of early-
seventeenth-century stroll gardens at Kumamoto. Teeming with historical, cultural, and design insights, Mansfields 
treatise succinctly defines the extraordinary variety and beauty of gardens throughout Japan. --Carol Haggas 
"Mansfield accompanies his striking photographs with a spare text that combines history, poetry, and thoughtful 
meditations on each space. It's a wonderful balance of insight and visual delight." Publishers Weekly"Mansfield's 
elegant photographs artfully capture each garden's essence, from the tightly controlled symmetry of dry landscape 
gardens of the temple at Sekizo-ji to the serene majesty of early-seventeenth-century stroll gardens at Kumamoto. 
Teeming with historical, cultural, and design insights, Mansfield's treatise succinctly defines the extraordinary variety 
and beauty of gardens throughout Japan." Booklist"While very attractive visually, this is no mere coffee table book. A 
wealth of knowledge and information is put across in an instructive yet highly readable fashion. The attention to detail 
is thoughtful, from the map inside the front cover to the font used in the titles. This book offers both intellectual and 
visual appeal to any reader, whether familiar with Japanese gardens or new to their aesthetic and traditions." Garden 
Design MagazineFrom the Back Cover"A poetic homage to the Japanese gardennot just for its artistry and grandeur, 
but also as the locus of our desire for balance and equanimity." Leza Lowitz, author of Green Tea to Go: Stories from 
TokyoPraise for Japanese Stone Gardens"[T]his survey of the best of Japan's stone gardens may send you into the sort 
of fugue state in which you wake up to find yourself floating through the airport, boarding pass in hand." New York 
Times Book 


