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From Brand: Journal of Light Construction : JLC Field Guide to Residential Construction, Volume 2: A 
Manual of Best Practice  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised JLC Field Guide to Residential Construction, Volume 2: A Manual of Best Practice: 

29 of 29 people found the following review helpful. It is Volume Two!By FrankI ordered this in hopes it was Volume 
I but knowing it was a gamble. Indeed, I was shipped volume II which deals with Electrical, Plumbing, HVAC, etc. 
The ISBN which lists is correct for this volume, so Volume II is what you should expect in spite of a previous 
reviewers experience.The book itself, though sealed in plastic was damaged. The book is spiral bound to open flat with 
tabbed sections. Each tab was creased and folded back into the book. One tab was unbound and loose in the 
book.Content wise, I gave the book three stars. The individual chapters are necessarily short and somewhat superficial. 
There are numerous, helpful tables with pertinent data. But for detailed best practices I found "Wiring a House" by 
Rex Cauldwell and "Plumbing a House" by Peter Hemp (both from Tautons For Pros by Pros) or "Best Practices 
Guide to Residential Construction" by Steven Bliss (who used to be on JLC's staff) to be far superior. They have both 
theory and practical examples that include those really tough situations we encounter in real houses, not the simple, 
perfectly square, etc. fantasy situations popular on HGTV and introductory guides. The JLC Guide chapter with design 
information for kitchen and bath has some useful ideas, but again, I'd go with a more detailed guide. "Kitchen Idea 
Book" by Joanne Bouknight was especially useful in the kitchen remodel I just completed.All in all, it's an okay guide 
that made me wanting more detail and back searching .0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great 
bookBy charles thomasThis is a great field manual. It merges illustrations of actual field construction situations with 
their relevant codes (outdated 2002) but still a workable. It also comes with plenty of trade information and charts that 
explain everything.I have been in the architecture construction fields for 35 years and have more books than I need, 
and this ranks in my top 10 for trade reference material. If JLC adds some commercial books, the set could replace the 
architectural graphic standards book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Every architect and builder 
should have this bookBy MESThis is a great reference of how- to's for residential construction. Filled with lots of 
illustrations and explanations as to why you are supposed to do things a certain way (especially for best-practices 
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which have changed recently).

The JLC Field Guide sets the standard of best practice in residential construction. By following the principles, 
materials and methods detailed in this book, you'll be able to produce not only safe, durable structures, but fine-quality 
homes that will delight your clients and establish your reputation as a skilled construction professional. This volume of 
the JLC Field Guide to Residential Construction provides builders and remodelers with comprehensive information on 
the critical interior systems, features, and details that enable you to transform the basic housing structure into an 
attractive, state-of-the-art home. Like Volume 1, which covers foundations and the exterior shell, this volume is 
clearly written. This popular field manual for residential contractors is concise and easy-to-use, with extensive detailed 
drawings and reference tables. Spira bound with heavy-duty cover to give you years of practical on-the-job guidance 
on virtually every aspect of residential building and remodeling. ELECTRICAL PLUMBING ENERGY/HVAC 
INTERIORS


