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Mary C. Rion, James R. Cothran, Debra McCoy-Massey : Ladies' Southern Florist  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ladies' Southern Florist: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful!By CustomerThis lovely little book, reissued with an 
introduction from James Cothran whom we lost in January, is a must for anyone with a collection of floral design or 
gardening library.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A must have for any serious southern gardenerBy 
A CustomerThis book is full of practical gardening knowledge! It's written for the lay person. No big botanical names. 
Just simple sound advice. If you belong to a garden club you should order copies for all your members. It makes a 
great gift for guest speakers at your garden club as well.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1570034206


FIRST PRINTED IN 1860 on the eve of the Civil War, Ladies' Southern Florist by Mary C. Rion was the first book to 
provide gardeners in the South with a comprehensive list of ornamentals - trees, shrubs, flowers, bulbs, and roses - 
ideally suited to the southern climate. This small but pivotal work is equally significant as the earliest garden book in 
the South written by a woman. Prior to its publication, southern gardeners had to turn to English garden books or 
guides geared to northern gardeners, which offered little in the way of advice on growing plants in a region 
characterized by mild winters, hot and humid summers, and periods of extended drought. This facsimile edition of 
Ladies' Southern Florist not only offers a historical perspective of gardening but also serves as a wonderful resource at 
this time of growing interest in garden history, period gardens, and heirloom plants. While many of the 150 plants 
described by Rion had long been favorites, she also featured many newly introduced specimens that found instant 
favor with southern gardeners, including camellia (Camellia japonica), gardenia (Gardenia jasminoides), crape myrtle 
(Lagerstroemia indica), and a wide selection

About the AuthorMARY C. RION (1829-1901) was trained at a young age in both plant collecting and gardening. 
Once she married, Rion found time to indulge her interests but found few books offering advice on preparing and 
planting flower gardens in her region. Thus, she set out to combine her firsthand knowledge with that of northern 
gardeners and wrote Ladies' Southern Florist in 1860. A native South Carolinian, JAMES R. COTHRAN is a 
practicing landscape architect and urban planner in Atlanta, Georgia. He holds degrees from Clemson University, the 
University of Georgia, and the Georgia Institute of Technology. He also serves as adjunct professor in Georgia State 
University's Heritage Preservation Program. DEBRA McCOY-MASSEY is currently the vice president for research at 
the Arthritis Foundation's national office in Atlanta, Georgia. She holds degrees from the University of Georgia and 
Georgia State University in history. Her interest and research on Mary Rion is the result of graduate work at Georgia 
State University. 


