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David Matless : Landscape and Englishness: Second Expanded Edition (Picturing History)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Landscape and Englishness: Second 
Expanded Edition (Picturing History): 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=178023581X


As David Matless argues in this bookupdated in this accessible, pocket editionlandscape has been central to definitions 
of Englishness for centuries. It is the aspect of English life where visions of the past, present, and future have met in 
debates over questions of national identity, disputes over history and modernity, and ideals of citizenship and the body. 
Extensively illustrated, Landscape and Englishness explores just how important the aesthetics of Britains cities and 
countryside have been to its people. Matless examines a wide range of material, including topographical guides, health 
manuals, paintings, poetry, architectural polemics, photography, nature guides, and novels. Taking readers to the 
interwar period, he explores how England negotiated the modern and traditional, the urban and rural, the progressive 
and preservationist, in its decisions over how to develop the countryside, re-plan cities, and support various cultures of 
leisure and citizenship. Tracing the role of landscape to Englishness from then up until the present day, he shows how 
familiar notions of heritage in landscape are products of the immediate post-war era, and he unveils how the present 
always resonates with the past. 

Landscape and Englishness is an essential read for anyone interested in why some kinds of interaction with nature are 
celebrated and others are frowned on. Drawing on a huge diversity of sourcesbooks, films, preservationist tracts, 
walking guides, novels, music-hall songs, Ministry of Information pamphlets, maps, and festival guidesMatless reveals 
how our assumptions about landscape and national identity were forged in the decades between the Great War and the 
1950s, and how deeply theyve been shaped by history, class and politics . . . a revelation. 


