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Patricia McCarthy : Life in the Country House in Georgian Ireland  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Life in the Country House in Georgian Ireland: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful book, great reading and studyBy CustomerWonderful 
book , great reading and study.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerVery 
interesting

For aristocrats and gentry in 18th-century Ireland, the townhouses and country estates they resided in were carefully 
constructed to accommodate their cultivated lifestyles. Based on new research from Irish national collections and 
correspondence culled from papers in private keeping, this publication provides a vivid and engaging look at the 
various ways in which families tailored their homes to their personal needs and preferences. Halls were designed in 
order to simultaneously support a variety of activities, including dining, music, and games, while closed porches 
allowed visitors to arrive fully protected from the countrys harsh weather. These grand houses were arranged in 
accordance with their residents daily procedures, demonstrating a distinction between public and private spaces, and 
even keeping in mind the roles and arrangements of the servants in their purposeful layouts. With careful consideration 
given to both the practicality of everyday routine and the occasional special event, this book illustrates how the lives 
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and residential structures of these aristocrats were inextricably woven together. 

Patricia McCarthy opens the door on a gilded Irish agea magisterial, beautifully-illustrated and elegantly-written 
examination of the Irish of the big house in the decades before and after the Act of Union.Des Breen, Irish Examiner 


