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Roderick Smith : Linux Power Tools  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Linux Power Tools: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very goodBy M. HelmkeA good book for learning Linux. Not as 
basic as O'Reilly's Running Linux and not as deep as Unix Power Tools, but perfect for the "no longer a newbie, not 
yet a pro" crowd. Recommended.3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Needs Some Serious UpdatingBy 
SequestreI'm sure this was a great book for 2003 and while many things are still relevant, it is way behind the current 
wave of technology. It screams, "please revise me!". I ordered this not realizing the date it was written (my bad). 
However, if a new revision came out today, I'd be right there in line for it. I guess from now on I will need to make 
sure that the title has "Ubuntu" in it.12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. For the experienced novice 
who is ready for more.By Henry E. Alubowicz"Linux Power Tools" is NOT like "Unix Power Tools" published by 
O'Reilly. If you were expecting the same, you'llbe disappointed. Otherwise this is a good general Linux book, which 
takes it up a notch. To quote the author,Rodrick W. Smith in his intro, "This book is written for experienced Linux or 
Unix users who want to take theirgeneral knowledge of Linux to the next level." The author does a good job on 
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focusing on this target and stillkeeping the book to around 600 pages.Author covers the five Linux distros; Mandrake, 
Red Hat, SuSE, Debian and Slackware on the Intel 32-bit platform.If you are a Linux novice who wants to move up 
from Linux intro books and/or plan to use the five covered Linuxdistros, then this is a good book for you. If you're 
focusing on one single specific Linux distro, you might bebetter off settling on another book covering just that 
distribution.If you've plenty of Unix/Linux experience you may want to thumb through this book before deciding to 
buy it.Don't expect any subject to be covered real deep. Author covers the defaults, the easy setups, and the 
commonsetups. Many of the chapters (topics) are books unto themselves. The author starts many of his chapters 
withthis same caveat. If you need more depth on a specific subject, the author references some URIs (URLs) andsome 
other titles to consult.Rodrick W. Smith, has written a number of other good books ("Linux Hardware Book" "The 
Multi-Boot ConfigurationHandbook"). This one is also well written. I especially like the opinions he's expresses on 
various applicationsand releases. I wish he would have included more. Examples are good. More examples would 
have been nice.But I suspect it was another trade-off in keeping the number of pages down. Personally I found the info 
on USB,scanners, audio and kernel hacking to be useful to me.

Step-by-Step Instructions Show You How to Supercharge Your Linux System Wondering if it's possible to work more 
efficiently in the X Window System, or squeeze more oomph from your existing hardware? Or perhaps you're 
searching for a way to improve your web browser's performance, or want to know how to choose the best mail server 
for your needs. If you've mastered the basics and are itching to go beyond, Linux Power Tools can take you there. 
Spanning a broad range of topics (from ALSA to zombies), Linux Power Tools covers the top five Linux distributions 
(Debian, Mandrake, Red Hat, Slackware, and SuSE). Using his easy-to-follow style, Linux expert Rod Smith shares 
his secrets for creating the optimum Linux system, from top to bottom. Coverage includes: * Optimizing Hardware * 
Creating the Perfect GUI Environment * Using Digital Image Tools * Fine-tuning the X Window System * Doing 
Real Work in Text Mode * Using Multiple Operating Systems * Managing Packages Efficiently * Optimizing Your 
Filesystem * Improving Network Performance * Preventing and Detecting Intrusions * Getting the Most From Your 
Web Server * Blocking That Obnoxious Spam Mail

From the Back CoverStep-by-Step Instructions Show You How to Supercharge Your Linux System Wondering if it's 
possible to work more efficiently in the X Window System, or squeeze more oomph from your existing hardware? Or 
perhaps you're searching for a way to improve your web browser's performance, or want to know how to choose the 
best mail server for your needs. If you've mastered the basics and are itching to go beyond, Linux Power Tools can 
take you there. Spanning a broad range of topics (from ALSA to zombies), Linux Power Tools covers the top five 
Linux distributions (Debian, Mandrake, Red Hat, Slackware, and SuSE). Using his easy-to-follow style, Linux expert 
Rod Smith shares his secrets for creating the optimum Linux system, from top to bottom. Coverage includes: 
Optimizing Hardware Creating the Perfect GUI Environment Using Digital Image Tools Fine-tuning the X Window 
System Doing Real Work in Text Mode Using Multiple Operating Systems Managing Packages Efficiently 
Optimizing Your Filesystem Improving Network Performance Preventing and Detecting Intrusions Getting the Most 
From Your Web Server Blocking That Obnoxious Spam Mail About the AuthorRoderick W. Smith is an experienced 
Linux administrator and author or co-author of several other Linux books, including Linux System Administration, 
Linux Samba Server Administration, and Linux+ Study Guide. 


