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Jessie Sheeler : Little Sparta: The Garden of Ian Hamilton Finlay  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Little Sparta: The Garden of Ian Hamilton Finlay: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful Book!!!By D.Landon.FelixI am a Landscape Architect 
student and read a paragraph about Little Sparta in my LA History textbook, but the garden intrigued me enough I 
went looking for more. This book is wonderful. There are plenty of very good photos that highlight the gardens, the 
art, and the surrounding context. I've researched other gardens - probably more well known - from around the world, 
and I haven't always been able to find as much information in a single source as I did in this book.

Sir Roy Strong calls Little Sparta 'the only really original garden made in this country since 1945'. Ian Hamilton 
Finlay's unique creation in the Pentland Hills south of Edinburgh is a garden composed as an artwork in itself. It 
incorporates concrete poetry, moral polemic, philosophical reflection and a sparkling sense of humour. While Finlay's 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0711220859


works and installations throughout Europe and North America are well documented and justly famous, this is the first 
book devoted solely to the garden at Little Sparta, which has been at the heart of his life's work. It offers the reader a 
sense of the diversity and originality of the garden along with a text that unfolds the layers of meaning it contains.

About the AuthorANDREW LAWSON is widely regarded as England's leading garden photographer. He has provided 
the photographs for many books, including Good Planting by Rosemary Verey, Penelope Hobhouse on Gardening, 
Designing Gardens (9780711217577) by Arabella Lennox Boyd, Little Sparta (9780711220850) by Jessie Sheeler, 
The Garden at Highgrove by HRH Prince of Wales, and The English Garden (9780711226388) by Ursula Buchan and 
The New English Garden (9780711232709) also by Tim Richardson. He holds the Royal Horticultural Society's Gold 
Medal for Photography and the Lifetime Achievement Award of the Garden Writer's Guild. His garden in Oxfordshire 
is open under the National Gardens Scheme. 


